JIMMY
Dancing In The Mirror - Audition Sheet

Character
Playing age: 40s to 50s
Carl's drinking companion, a sleazy and menacing presence. Jimmy makes inappropriate comments about Jade and seems to have some hold over Carl. He is revealed to be the person responsible for the accident that killed Jade's mother. When Jade tests her father by being provocative with Jimmy, Carl's failure to intervene confirms what she feared - she is still alone.
Requirements: An antagonist role requiring an actor who can convey threat beneath casual cruelty. Jimmy is dangerous but presents as merely unpleasant - the audience should sense the menace before it becomes explicit. Open to all ethnicities.

Audition Speeches
SPEECH 1: At Carl's flat (Scene 7)
Jimmy is drinking with Carl. Jade has made pasta for everyone.
JADE: I made pasta.
CARL: Leave it. Thanks.
I haven't eaten.
JADE: There's enough for everyone.
CARL: Not hungry. Thank you though.
[To Carl] He don't want 'er.
[Later]
Bring it in, take it out. Make your bloody mind up.
[To Cindy, about Carl]
SPEECH 2: Threatening Jade (Scene 13)
Five months later. Jimmy is needling Jade.
So, Carl's little scrubber. What's going on in your life?
JADE: This.
[Jimmy laughs]
Look at them walls - notice anything? They look worse where you cleaned. Shows up the shit, dunnit? More dirt than you can clean in here. I put them shelves up, think I'm gonna fix 'em? Place is falling apart. You should let it be what it is. Stop trying to fix everything—
[Later, about Jade's mentioned play]
What guy? Boyfriend?
JADE: Shut up Jimmy.
Talk to me like that again I'll split your lip.
[Beat]
Look at that face. You're alright. Kiss and make up?
Or come sit on my lap. Even better, eh?
[Jade deliberately sits on Jimmy's lap, staring at Carl, testing him. Carl doesn't react.]
Hey.
[Nervously, Jimmy puts a hand on Jade's leg. She smacks his hand away, spins to face him, her fist raised. She stares at him with contempt. Softly:]
As hard as you like. As hard as you can.
