JADE
Dancing In The Mirror - Audition Sheet

Character
Playing age: Late teens to early 20s (playing 12 in prologue, 21 onwards)
We first meet Jade as a child in a scattered home in 1919, learning she is being boarded out to the new Bellingham estate. As a young adult, she is tough, self-reliant and unconventional - a woman who boxes at a time when this is scandalous. She has made her own way in the world after losing a position in service, now working as a shop girl and keeping her own lodgings. When she discovers her father Carl is still alive, she pursues him with the same determination she brings to everything - but finds that some people cannot be saved, only survived.
Jade is a fighter in every sense. She protects others before herself, speaks her mind, and refuses to accept the limitations placed on her by class and circumstance. But her toughness masks profound loneliness - she has been alone since childhood and longs to belong somewhere.
Requirements: Strong movement skills essential - the role requires boxing and physical theatre. Must be able to convey vulnerability beneath a tough exterior. The role spans the full century, requiring physicality and presence that can adapt across periods. Open to all ethnicities. A South East London connection would be an asset but is not essential. We particularly welcome applications from performers with experience of the care system.

Audition Speeches
SPEECH 1: Teaching Mica to box (Scene 2)
Jade is amused by Mica's attempt to find her, and begins to teach him.
Alright shut up. Do like me.
[She takes a stance]
Always keep your guard up. You're trying to not get hit, yeah?
[Looks in his eyes]
But you are gonna get hit.
[She pushes on his arms. Close to him.]
How does that feel? You're strong. But that don't mean rigid.
We're gonna throw some jabs. Jabs are everything. They're how you feel your guy out, how you keep distance, how you distract them, and how you do damage. But you keep coming back to this stance. Boxing is about how you move. Grounded, but light. Your feet are gonna stay—
Are you wearing swimming trunks?
You're too jokes, man.
SPEECH 2: Confronting Carl (Scene 13)
Jade has realised Jimmy killed her mother, and Carl knew. She makes her decision to leave.
I nearly died when I was a baby.
I don't remember it.
Changed my life though. Put me on a track. I been fighting every day.
[Carl is listening intently, but can't meet her eye.]
But I'm living, ain't I?
[Beat]
It was Jimmy. Wasn't it. The boiler.
Look at me Carl. Dad.
[With great effort, Carl finally looks at her. Beat.]
What do you see?
[Beat]
Couldn't that ever be a good thing?
[Carl gives the slightest shake of his head. Jade takes this in. Knows she won't ever see him again.]
Okay. Yeah. Dad. I'm going to go.
I'll, er. Get my stuff together. And I'll let you know where I move. If you ever. If it ever, um... you can.
I won't.
[Beat]
If I don't... ah. I want to think of this as good thing.
