CARL
Dancing In The Mirror - Audition Sheet

Character
Playing age: 40s to 50s
Jade's estranged father, a drinker haunted by the death of Jade's mother. When Jade finally tracks him down, she finds him among a group of outsiders in the park - people who have fallen through society's cracks. Carl is broken, volatile and incapable of receiving the love Jade wants to give him. He asks her for money almost immediately. He becomes withdrawn and depressed, and ultimately cannot protect Jade from his dangerous friend Jimmy.
Requirements: A demanding role requiring an actor who can find humanity in someone deeply damaged. Carl is not a villain but a man destroyed by guilt and circumstance. Must be able to convey the weight of what he cannot say - why he cannot look at Jade, what he knows about the accident that killed her mother. Open to all ethnicities.

Audition Speeches
SPEECH 1: Meeting Jade (Scene 5)
Jade has tracked Carl down among his drinking companions. He is groggy, disbelieving.
JADE: I'm Jade. Are you Carl? Is this you?
Do I know you?
JADE: It's Jade. I'm... I'm...
[Beat]
No. My dreaming.
[Jade embraces Carl. She could die of happiness.]
JADE: I didn't know if I should look for you. But I always... I always wanted—
Yeah.
JADE: Oh my god.
Yeah.
JADE: I can't believe it.
Have you got money?
SPEECH 2: The flat - eruption (Scene 7)
Jade has made pasta. Carl's mood is dark. Cindy is defending Jade.
CINDY: What's yer problem? She's cooking for ya for weeks, cleaning up. Give you an email address, sorting your life out. Bit of bloody penne won't kill ya.
I'M FUCKING COELIAC YOU SILLY BITCH!
JADE: It's okay. I'll take it away.
CINDY: You're a mean bastard. And a bad drunk.
[Outraged] What did you call me?
[Carl is furious. He grabs a fistful of pasta. Crams it into his mouth, aggressive, spilling.]
Happy??
[Carl is shouting at Cindy, Jimmy, Jade, the world. When his look falls on Jade, she shrinks. Seeing this, he breaks too.]
Get out.
All of you.
SPEECH 3: Final exchange with Jade (Scene 13)
Jade has decided to leave. She asks Carl what he sees when he looks at her. He can barely speak.
JADE: What do you see?
[Long beat. Carl sees her mother.]
JADE: Couldn't that ever be a good thing?
[Carl gives the slightest shake of his head.]
JADE: Okay. Yeah. Dad. I'm going to go.
[Beat]
JADE: If I don't... ah. I want to think of this as good thing.
I'll be okay.
[Jade goes to leave. At the door, she looks back.]
JADE: I hope so.
[Jade leaves. Carl sits alone in his chair.]
