BENNETT
Dancing In The Mirror - Audition Sheet

Character
Playing age: Late 20s to 30s
The director of the dramatic society's production of Romeo and Juliet. Bennett is a bully who masks his own insecurity with superiority and cutting remarks. He targets Mica, patronises Jade, and represents the gatekeeping and snobbery of cultural institutions. When Mica finally stands up to him, Bennett fires him - but lacks the authority to make it stick.
Requirements: Requires an actor who can balance comedy with genuine unpleasantness. Bennett is pompous and theatrical, affecting a manner above his station. Must be able to be funny without losing the threat he poses to Mica's confidence and ambitions. Open to all ethnicities.

Audition Speeches
SPEECH 1: Bullying Mica in rehearsal (Scene 9)
Bennett gives notes after a difficult rehearsal. Mica has been struggling with his lines.
This is madness. What do they want me to do with this.
[Beat]
Go again!
[Mica tries again, struggles]
Have you ever been in love, Mica? Burning, can't keep your hands off each other kind of love?
Again.
[Mica tries again]
[Contemptuous] Okay. Looks like a short lunch today, everyone. Very behind.
[To Mica] Struggling, eh? The course heads wanted this for you, and I agreed to it. But this is my showcase too. It's everything to me. There are capable performers here, that you're standing in the way of.
You can't say something now, when it matters. How are you going to get the verse out? Opening night, all those eyes? I'm not - I'm just being practical.
I don't want to embarrass you. But I don't want to be embarrassed. I honestly don't know what to do.
SPEECH 2: Confronting Jade (Scene 9)
Jade has arrived at rehearsal. Bennett is hostile.
Who are you?
JADE: Jade. We actually met.
Who let you in here?
MICA: She's my guest.
This isn't a bed & breakfast.
JADE: Came to see Mica.
You don't simply walk into places off the street.
JADE: What's the door for then?
Droll. But you are trespassing.
JADE: You talk so weird, you know that?
It's called education. You should try it.
